
 

 

Welcome to Business and Skilled Migration’s bi-monthly  

‘E-Newsletter’ brought to you by the Tasmanian Government’s 

Department of Economic Development and Tourism. 

 

The numbers speak for themselves....... 
 

Australia‟s links with the fast-growing Chinese economy have so far shielded the 

country from the impact of the US financial meltdown.  Economic growth (at 

around four per cent per annum) remains reasonably strong with significant 

differences between resource-rich states and those whose economies rely more on 

services and manufacturing.  According to data released by the Australian Bureau of 

Statistics, Tasmania is currently one of the fastest growing states in the nation with 

growth of 7.2 per cent from June 2007 to June 2008.  

State  % change Mar 08 
to Jun 08 

% change Jun 
07 to Jun 08  

New South Wales  -0.1 2.7 
Victoria  1.8 4.9 
Queensland  1.2 5.0 
South Australia  1.0 3.3 
Western Australia  2.4 7.2 
Tasmania  3.2 7.2 
Northern Territory  2.0 7.9 
Australian Capital Territory  1.6 -0.3 
Australia  0.9 4.3 

Population growth in Tasmania is also the highest it has been in 25 years leading to 

increased business activity.  The latest data shows that private investment in 

Tasmania increased by 5.1 per cent in the June quarter 2008 to be at the record 

high of $1.07 billion.  Projects such as Cadbury's $60 million expansion, the $106 

million state-wide distribution centre in Launceston and possible expansion by Zinc 

processor Nyrstar are all indications of the confidence that investors have in 

Tasmania, creating jobs leading to record low unemployment below the national 

average. 

If you are going to move to Australia, you should move to a state where the jobs 

are – Tasmania is leading the way! 
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Our website is undergoing a facelift but is still available for all your migration needs. 

Please visit Migrate Tasmania‟s website. It provides information for agents, 

employers and prospective migrants who have an interest in migrating to Tasmania. 

 

Our Website  

Opportunities Australia Expos ð South Africa/UK  

Members of our team attended two Opportunities Australia Expos in South Africa 

during September and will be at the Leeds Expo in the UK on 18 and 19 October 

2008. 

These expos give potential migrants a chance to learn more about Tasmania and the 

lifestyle and job opportunities the state offers.  It also gives potential migrants the 

opportunity to have their CVs seen by potential employers – through our 

department 

Tasmania is in the middle of a skills shortage with record levels of employment and 

young migrants with right skills will experience little difficulty securing work. 

If you live in the UK, we encourage you to visit the Leeds Expo.  Visit the 

Opportunities Australia website for further information on costs, location and any 

other information you require. If you would like to specifically meet with one of our 

representatives, please email skilledmigration@development.tas.gov.au and attach 

your CV.  If you have skills that are in demand, we can make time to meet you. 

 

MIA Victoria/Tasmania Annual Conference  

The Migration Institute of Australia (Victoria and Tasmania Branch) held their annual 

conference on 28 and 29 August 2008 at Wrest Point Casino.   

 

Seventy migration agents from around the country attended the conference to 

update their knowledge of immigration law and policy and to see what Tasmania can 

offer their clients.   

 

Department of Immigration and Citizenship officials gave presentations and answered 

questions on General Skilled Migration and Tourist E-Visas.  Delegates were also 

addressed by a number of institutions and sponsors including the Australian Medical 

Council, the Australian Nursing and Midwifery Council, the Department of Economic 

Development and Tourism as well as sponsors Westpac and File Pro – a data 

management software company. 

  

The conference concluded on Friday night at Moorilla winery and restaurant in 

Hobart‟s northern suburbs where delegates heard the story of Sudanese refugee 

turned business entrepreneur Patrick Ochoya.  Patrick had the audience in stitches 

recounting his move from sub-Saharan refugee camp to Hobart where, after some 

TAFE business courses, he started driving taxis and now operates his own fleet of 

up-market taxis catering for corporate clients. 

 

News and Changes  

 

 

 

 

http://www.migratetasmania.com.au/
http://www.expo-australia.com/
mailto:skilledmigration@development.tas.gov.au
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Migrant  Profile:  

Angus and Sam Thompson   
Angus and Sam Thompson and their two children Isobel (11) and Alistair (9) moved to 

Tasmania in June 2008 from the UK.  In a recent interview with DEDT, Angus and Sam 

shared their experience. 

“We were deciding between Australian and New Zealand because we wanted 

somewhere beautiful, but not too hot.  During a holiday to Australia in 2007 we 

decided that Tasmania was the place for us; not too big and a beautiful place to bring up 

the children.” 

 

It was not all plain sailing however. “The process of getting a visa can be a long one,” 

said Angus. “The hardest part is not being able to plan ahead – things like holidays, the 

kid‟s school trips. 

“However, once we arrived, it was the most amazing feeling.  The kids have settled in 

well at school – both participating in activities such as swimming, taekwondo and 

netball.  We have a beautiful home in Blackmans Bay overlooking the river and it is just 

wonderful.” 

 

Sam even dispelled the myth surrounding Tasmania‟s weather. “We could not believe 

how sunny it is! The other day we went and had a picnic on Bruny island beach in 

August (Tasmanian Winter) and we were warm!” 

“We didn‟t want to be 50 years old thinking „Why didn‟t we give it a go‟ so we thought 

„why not!‟ - We don’t regret a thing!” 

Region Profile:  

Kingborough Municipality  
 

The Municipality of Kingborough is situated 10 km south of Hobart, the capital city of 

Tasmania. 

 

Kingborough has one of the longest stretches of coastline in the State (336 

kilometres) and covers a total area of 717 square kilometres. The population is 

approximately 30,500 living mostly in the main suburbs and towns of Taroona, 

Kingston, Blackmans Bay, Margate, Snug, Kettering, Woodbridge and Middleton. The 

municipality also includes Bruny Island which runs the length of Tasmania‟s south east 

coast and can be reached by vehicular ferry from Kettering. 

 

Kingborough, developed substantially in the 1950‟s by Dutch migrants calling the 

region „Little Groningen‟, is essentially a residential area and has one of the highest 

growth rates in the State.  Demographic data shows that the population in the main 

urban areas of Kingborough has high income and home ownership levels, higher 

percentages of managerial and professional employees, and people with tertiary 

qualifications.  Because of its newer infrastructure, rapid development, proximity to 

Hobart and family-friendly environment, Kingborough is very popular with migrants. 

Kingston is the major commercial, retail and administrative centre for the 

municipality.  Local industries include fish processing, aquaculture, tourism, viticulture, 

boat building, civil engineering as well as the Australian headquarters for Antarctic 

research, the Antarctic Division.   

For further information on Kingborough, please visit the Kingborough Council‟s home 

page - www.kingborough.tas.gov.au/.  (Information - Kingborough Council). 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kingborough.tas.gov.au/
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Hobart comes alive in spring with many events to attend and things to see. You will not 

have a free weekend.  For a list of all key events happening in Hobart this spring, click here. 

Tasmanian Show Season  

One of the traditional highlights of Tasmania‟s cultural calendar is the annual agricultural 

shows.  This year, running in the month of October, the Royal Hobart Show, the Royal 

Launceston Show and the City of Burnie Show are set to be the best ever with one of the 

best programs of events and shows for many years. 

 

Tasmania‟s shows are run by the Royal Agricultural Society (RAS). The RAS organises many 

of the agricultural shows around Tasmania. The society was the first agricultural society 

formed in Australia. The first show was conducted in January 1822 in the Old Market Place, 

in front of the present- day Parliament House. 

 

The shows are primarily about agricultural and livestock awards with competitions in a 

range of different areas such as alpacas, cattle, sheep and dogs as well as wood chopping, 

photography and crafts.  They are now full of shows, rides and sideshow alleys as well as 

spectacular firework displays. 

 

This year‟s shows are not to be missed.  If you require more information on purchasing 

tickets or general enquiries, please email DEDT or look at the website for the Royal 

Hobart Show, Royal Launceston Show and Burnie Show 

 
Tasmanian Poetry Festival ð 3- 5 October (Launceston)  

Tasmania is an island of beauty, vibrancy and culture described by poets and writers alike as 

an „Island of Inspiration‟. The Tasmanian Poetry Festival was created to capture and 

describe the island‟s soul and to give local and national writers and poets a forum to 

exchange ideas. 

This year‟s program includes a new event - the Poet‟s Breakfast, which features readings by 

three touring poets from Queensland over breakfast at one of Launceston‟s premier cafes. 

Details: tpf_inc@yahoo.com.au or Phone Cameron Hindrum on 0437 762 707 

Derby Ri ver Derby ð 25 October  

 

 

Whatõs on this Spring ? 
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The Derby River Derby has been described as the icon event of the north 

east or madness and mayhem on water. Whichever way you look at it, you 

don't have to be crazy to enter – but it certainly helps. 

Derby is a small town in Tasmania‟s north-east highlands, with stunning 

scenery and fast-flowing rivers forming the back drop to this friendly 

community. 

Come along and join the several thousand people who turn out to support 

the day with woodchopping, children's rides, crafts, clothes and jewellery 

stalls, a local band and an assortment of food and drink stalls to keep you 

entertained. For more information, click here. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bcl.com.au/hobart/wotson-september.htm
http://www.hobartshowground.com.au/index.html
http://www.hobartshowground.com.au/index.html
http://www.hobartshowground.com.au/index.html
http://www.farmpoint.tas.gov.au/farmpoint.nsf/v-events/DC65B9EE1BB2DD8ACA2572FF00007F03
http://www.burnie.net/html/981_1468.htm
mailto:tpf_inc@yahoo.com.au
mailto:skilledmigration@development.tas.gov.au
http://www.development.tas.gov.au/
http://events.discovertasmania.com/events/controller/view_event.asp?id=333

