
 

Welcome to Business and Skilled Migrationõs bi-monthly  

ôE-Newsletterõ brought to you by the Tasmanian Governmentõs 

Department of Economic Development and Tourism. 

 

Thank you and goodbye....... 
 

Hello readers, just to let you know that (with some sadness) I am leaving Business and 

Skilled Migration Tasmania to take up another role with the State Government in 

water development. 

 

In the seven years I have been working here our staff has grown from one to four and 

skilled migration to Tasmania has grown exponentially.  I have been extremely 

fortunate to work in this area and be able to contribute to the development of 

Tasmaniaõs economy and society as well as immigration policy at both a state and 

national level.   

 

One of the best things about this job has been meeting people who have decided to 

migrate, helping them through the immigration process and then seeing them and their 

families arrive and, after a process of ôacclimatisationõ, settle happily often wishing they 

had done it sooner. 

 

As a local boy I am a little biased, but as those of you who live here will know, 

Tasmania really is a fantastic place to live and raise a family.  Our economy has gone 

from a basket case to one of the strongest in Australia, population decline has been 

dramatically reversed and our international profile is growing steadily.  And yet people 

are as friendly as ever and the island remains unspoilt.       

  

Thank you to all those that have helped me over the years.  My colleagues (Hiroko, 

Daniel and Tim) will continue to spread the message, through this newsletter and our 

growing network of readers. 

 

I will leave you with the impression Tasmania left on the great Charles Darwin, when 

he visited in 1836: 

 

'If I was obliged to emigrate I certainly should prefer this place: the climate and aspect 

of the country almost alone would determine meé All on board like this place 

better than Sydney... To a person not particularly attached to any particular kind 

(such as literary, scientific) of society and bringing out his family, it is a most 

admirable place of emigration.  With care and a very small capital, he is sure to gain a 

competence, and may if he likes, die wealthy.' 

 

Goodbye and Good luck 

 

Anthony McHugh  
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wwwwww..mm iiggrr aatt eett aassmm aanniiaa..ccoomm ..aauu  

Settlement Officer  

Business and Skilled Migration has a new Settlement Officer ð Tim Lovibond. 

 

Tim has lived in Tasmania his whole life, growing up in the D'entrecasteaux Channel 

region in the stateõs south. He worked in the travel industry for four years, before 

working with the Tasmanian union movement.  

 

He brings experience with people from all walks of life to the business and skilled 

migration team. Timõs primary job will be to work assist new arrivals to the state.  

Tim will coordinate activities such as airport pick-up for new migrants, job-

matching for high-demand occupations as well as orientation services and ongoing 

support. 

 

For any queries on settlement services, Tim can be contacted on +61 3 62335571 

or at tim.lovibond@development.tas.gov.au.  

 

Economic Slow -down  

As all of you are aware, the economic down-turn is affecting the four corners of 

the globe ð including Tasmania.   

 

While not immune, Australia is better placed to ride out this storm than other 

advanced economies and as noted in the last edition of Moving South, Tasmania is 

currently one of the fastest growing economies within Australia with growth of 7.2 

per cent from June 2007 to June 2008. 

 

The State governmentõs strong fiscal position and planned infrastructure spending 

will support continued growth and maintain employment. 

 

For the latest information on Tasmaniaõs economy, please visit EDT media release 

page - http://www.development.tas.gov.au/publications/news/news.html  

 

Survey  

 

We would encourage anyone who receives a survey to fill these out as they help us 

make the visa programs more effective for future migrants as well as alleviate 

concerns settled migrants may have. 

Me Wah Restaurant  

 

Finally, our congratulations go to Me Wah Restaurant in Sandy Bay who recently 

won an award for best Chinese restaurant in Australia at the 2008 Savour Australia 

Restaurant & Catering awards. 

 

Since opening their first restaurant in Launceston in 2005, Me Wah has gone from 

strength to strength, now being recognised nationally ð Congratulations! 

 

News and Changes  
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Migrant Profile:  

David and Carole Brown  
After visiting Australia for the first time six years ago, David and Carole Brown from Leeds in the UK made the move to Tasmania in 

June 2008.  David, a dentist and Carole, a dental nurse, were looking for a new start in Tasmania after two previous visits. 
 

òTasmania is a compact and friendly place.  It is not as intimidating as other mainland states in Australia. The people are so friendly 

and make eye contact with you ð reminds us of the UK 20 years ago,ó David and Carole told EDT in a recent catch up. òThe scenery 

in Tasmania is so colourful and vibrant and there is so much variation on one island. We have travelled extensively around Australia, 

but Tasmania is definitely the place for us.ó 
 

It hasnõt all been easy for David and Carole who took four years to move out to Tasmania.  They also had some difficulty in securing 

work initially. òIt was difficult to start with; however we found work within four weeks which was great. We recommend people have 

an open mind with regards to work; it may not happen straight away but it will happen eventually.ó 
 

And the famous Tasmanian weather? òTasmania has a fabulous climate. The winters may be cool and crisp but the winter sun is 

amazing ð completely different from the UK ð we are looking forward to summer!ó 
 

 

 

 

 

Industry Profile:  

Tourism Tasmania   

 

Travellers from all over the world are discovering Tasmania.  Tourism is on the rise with 

over 850 000 people visiting in 2007-08 generating over $1.39 billion for the state 

economy. 

 

While international visitation to the rest of Australia was steady, visitors to Tasmania 

was up five per cent in the year up to June 2008.  The appeal of Tasmania is widening 

with an increase in visitors from Asia, North America, Europe (including the UK and 

Ireland) and South Africa. 

 

Recent international accolades include: 

 

Lonely Planetõs ôBlue listõ of top worldwide destinations has Tasmaniaõs Bay of Fires region 

on the east coast as the number one travel destination  in the world for 2009.  In 

topping the list, the Bay of Fires region stretching from St Helens in the south to 

Eddystone point in the north, has beaten other exotic travel destinations in France, 

Spain, Thailand, Hawaii and Chile. 

 

Leading North American magazine Travel + Leisure has named Tasmania number one 

island in Australia, New Zealand and the South Pacific. The Worldõs Best Awards for 

2008 put Tasmania ahead of Bora Bora, the Great Barrier Reef, Tahitiõs Moorea, and the 

Fiji Islands. 

 

Summer is approaching so if you have never visited Tasmania before, why not plan a visit 

to one of the most magnificent destinations in the world, rich in natural beauty and 

charm as well as full of adventure and relaxation. Please contact our unit for more 

information or visit Tourism Tasmaniaõs website (see below). (Sources ð Discover 

Tasmania and the Sunday Tasmanian) 

www.discovertasmania.com.au  

 

 

 

 

David and Carole are currently living in Salamanca in the heart of Hobartõs waterfront 

district. òHobart is a buzzing place and we love being in the middle of the action.  We 

are reluctant to buy straight away and we are still working out where to live.ó 
 

òWe would recommend to anyone looking for a slower paced lifestyle without losing 

the buzz of being in a city to consider Hobart. Combining a relaxed lifestyle, fabulous 

weather and friendly people, Tasmania is definitely the place for us!ó 

 

 

 

http://www.discovertasmania.com.au/
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Taste of Tasmania  

 

Come and enjoy one of Tasmaniaõs best known and loved summer attractions, 

showcasing a variety of our celebrated wine and food. The Taste has become one of 

Australia's most popular and successful food and wine events 

 

ôThe Tasteõ presents a range of international cuisine based upon Tasmania's renowned 

local produce is on offer as well as entertainers from around the world. The Taste is the 

key even in Hobartõs Summer Festival Calender.   

 

The Taste this year runs from 28 December to 4 January. 

 

For more information please visit 
http://www.hobartcity.com.au/HCC/STANDARD/HOBART_SUMMER_FESTIVAL.html 
 

Glenorchy Carols by Candlelight  

 

Enjoy an evening of Christmas carols in beautiful Tolosa Park, Glenorchy in Hobartõs 

northern suburbs. 

 

The concert will be staged at Tasmania's premiere outdoor music venue, The Tolosa 

Park Soundshell on the evening of Saturday 13 December.  

 

The young voices of the ABC Giving Tree Choir will be a major feature of the event. 

The ABC Giving Tree has for over a decade been collecting and donating toys and 

seasonal gifts for distribution to needy Tasmanian children and families at Christmas.  

 

The Tolosa Park gates will open for the concert from 6pm, with a full program of carols 

running from 7:30pm to 10pm. The event offers extensive onsite parking as well as 

shuttle busses from the Glenorchy Bus Interchange. 

 

For more information please visit http://www.gcc.tas.gov.au/ 
 

Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race  

 

The Rolex Sydney Hobart is a 628 nautical mile yacht race which begins in Sydney 

Harbour and finishes in Hobart.  Be part of the scene at one of the world's great blue 

water classics. 

 

Each December on Boxing Day, you can see the world's greatest yachts charging 

through Sydney Heads as they take part in the Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race. 

 

Once through the heads, they turn south knowing they are casting their fate to the 

might of the great Southern Ocean and the winds of the Roaring Forties. The 628-

nautical-mile-course is described as one of the most gruelling ocean races in the world. 

 

Since 1945, this blue water classic has thrilled Australians, and thousands line Sydney 

Harbour or form farewell flotillas to cheer the departing yachters. 

 

Days later, in Hobart, the excitement builds as news of who will be the first boat to 

arrive comes through. 

 

For more information please visit http://rolexsydneyhobart.com/ 
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