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Welcome to the Business and Skilled Migration Unitõs quarterly newsletter. 

I recently joined the unit as the project manager overseeing business 

migration.  While I am on a steep learning curve to get a grip on immigration 

regulations and state policies, I feel this is an ideal job for me. Iõm a migrant 

myself, originally from Ireland, and have a great passion to promote 

Tasmania. I fully understand the need for us to attract more economic 

migrants through the business stream who will make significant contributions 

to the state.  

The big things in my life are travel, Tasmania and photography. I have set foot 

on all seven continents and have enough photographs to bore even the most 

seasoned traveller. The one attraction of which I have more photographs 

than any other in the world is the Richmond Bridge, here in Tasmania. This 

bridge, plus the sandstone cliffs of Adventure Bay, sold Tasmania to me as an 

ideal place to live. That was nearly 28 years ago. 

Now I am in the position to encourage other migrants to take a path similar 

to the one I chose ð persuading them to leave their home country and move 

to paradise on earth.  

While I love travelling, visiting new places and meeting lots of interesting 

people, it is an indescribable feeling to step off the plane at Hobart airport 

and taste the fresh air of Tasmania and know that I am home. It is now my 

chance to share that with other people from overseas and encourage them 

to come to Tasmania and enjoy what we all take for granted ð a quality of life 

that can be found in very few places in the world. At the same time, we can 

help the Tasmanian economy grow as we encourage business migrants to 

establish themselves in Tasmania ð investing in our state and employing 

Tasmanians.  

On behalf of Hiroko (Manager), Tim (Project Officer) and myself, I would like 

to wish you all a safe and memorable remainder of 2009 and the upcoming 

festive season. The next edition of Moving South will be released in January 

2010. 

Edmund Breen  
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News and c hanges  
For further information on news items or changes, please contact the 

Business and Skilled Migration Unit. 

 

Changes to the 457 program  

Since 1 July 2009, there has been a raft of changes to the Subclass 457 

Business (Long Stay) visa program. Reforms range from an increase in 

English language proficiency requirements and enhanced integrity controls.  

 

One of the biggest changes is the introduction of market salary rates. This 

removes the regional 10 per cent concession to the minimum salary 

threshold which was previously available. The new threshold is currently set 

at $45 220 per annum, and applies to all visa holders, including those 

already in Australia. Evidence may be required by the Department of 

Immigration and Citizenship (DIAC) to demonstrate pay parity and how 

salary rates in 457 applications have been determined.  

 

Further information is available on the DIAC website www.immi.gov.au  

  

 

Region Profile  

Comprehensive information on other Tasmanian regions is available at 

www.discovertasmania.com  

 

Bass Strait Islands  

Sitting between Tasmania and mainland Australia is Bass Strait ð a 

surprisingly shallow body of water which contains over 50 islands, including 

King and Flinders. 

 

King Island  

At the western entrance to Bass Strait lies an idyllic place known as King 

Island. An island rich in history, with shipwrecks, lighthouses and jagged 

reefs, King Island is bountiful with long stretches of sandy beaches and lush 

green pasture. From this little paradise is produced some of Australia's 

finest natural foods for which the island is probably best known ð including 

beef, cheese, crayfish and abalone. 

 

Flinders Island  

Flinders Island is the main island of the Furneaux group, a collection of 52 

islands that stretch across Bass Strait between Tasmania and mainland 

Australia. These remarkable ômountains in the seaõ offer you the holiday 

experience of a lifetime. Here you can get away from it all in an inspiring 

world of sparkling beaches, rugged ranges, abundant wildlife and flora, and 

clear sapphire waters. With a pleasant climate throughout the year and 

activities from boating, climbing, fishing, to exploring our historic sites, 

Flinders Island has much to offer. 

http://www.immi.gov.au/
http://www.discovertasmania.com/
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Whatõs on in Tasmania  

Comprehensive information on Tasmanian events is available at 

www.eventstasmania.com  
 

Bloominõ Tulips! 

10 October 2009 

Bloomin' Tulips! is a festival of sense stimulating events celebrating the flush of 

spring colour in the small coastal town of Wynyard on the north-west coast of 

Tasmania. The event is themed Colours of Wynyard to celebrate the spring 

flowering of the tulips at Van Diemenõs Quality Bulb Farm on Table Cape. 

During Colours of Wynyard you will marvel at the wonderland created by tulips in 

full-bloom along our scenic coast. 

You will want to join the fun of a cocktail at our Tulips@Twilight evening; enjoy 

local art, craft, and music to suit all tastes; experience some magic at the 

spectacular fireworks over the Inglis River on Saturday evening; become the new 

champion in our quirky Tulip Tossing Championships or sample the culinary 

delights of our fresh island produce. 

For more information visit www.bloomintulips.com.au 

Hydro Tasmania Wildwater World Cup   

24 October ð 7 November 2009 

See six races that will feature some of the world's best whitewater paddlers as they 

tackle Tasmania's wild rivers in this extreme sporting event. 

Seventeen nations will compete in the Hydro Tasmania Wildwater World Cup 

2009. This is only the second time the cup has been held in the southern 

hemisphere.  

For more information visit www.wildwatertasmania.canoe.org.au 

Tasmanian Craft Fair  

30 October ð 2 November 2009 

The annual Tasmanian Craft Fair is Australia's largest working craft fair. Each year 

the picturesque town of Deloraine, just 30 minutes drive west of Launceston, 

buzzes with activity as the Tasmanian Craft Fair gets underway. 

The fair now attracts more than 200 local and interstate craftspeople and over 

30 000 visitors annually. The quality crafts which can be found on show and for sale 

over the four days are diverse and include woodcarvings, hand-blown glassware, 

leather and metalwork, pottery, lead-lighting, embroidery, silver and goldsmiths, oil 

paintings and watercolours.  

Additional attractions include calligraphy, quilling, tatting, egg-carving, spinning, silk 

screen painting, kite and kaleidoscope making, blacksmithing, wrought ironwork, 

basket weaving, whip making and candle wicking. All stalls and working exhibits are 

under cover in various Deloraine venues and visitors have a chance to explore the 

many venues throughout the town by hopping on and off the free buses that travel 

from venue to venue. 

For more information visit www.tascraftfair.com.au 
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