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ôOne stop shop for all your Tasmanian 

migration needsõ 

 

www.migratetasmania.com.au   

 
 

Tasmania is a very popular holiday destination especially over summer, 
when many mainlanders (note: Tasmanians use the word with a touch of 

pride) travel here to escape the scorching heat elsewhere.   

 

However while Tasmania in summer is lovely, for many locals their favourite 

season is actually autumn, for its consistent, crisp sunny days and 

comfortable temperatures.  I particularly love March, as it still feels summery 

but with cooler evenings and mornings and golden colours starting to 

emerge in the trees.  Unfortunately, in recent years I often miss a couple of 

weeks of my favourite Tasmanian month because it is also ômigration expo 

seasonõ so I am usually somewhere overseas, meeting with hundreds of 

people who wish to make Australia home.   

 

This March our unit is travelling to three locations; Johannesburg, London 

and Seoul.  Among our many duties, attending expos is definitely one of the 

highlights.  Nothing is more exciting than hearing people say that they started 

thinking about moving to Tasmania after attending an earlier expo. Then 

some months later we get to see them here, successfully settling in, like 

Donald and Roxanne on page 3.  

 

Some of you may wonder if Tasmania still has skilled vacancies for new 

migrants, whilst the world economy is enveloped in dark clouds.  That is a 

fair question.  The unit is currently in the process of reviewing our skills 

shortage lists according to the changing needs of the Tasmanian employers, 

and it is likely that some occupations will be taken off the lists.  However, 

where there is an ongoing skills shortage, in areas such as the medical and 

engineering professions as well as some trade occupations (i.e. automotive 

and construction), the demand will remain even if unemployment rates rise.  

 

March is also the month for Harmony Day - www.harmony.gov.au. More than 

50 events are taking place across Tasmania throughout the month, 

celebrating the diversity of our community with the message ôEveryone 

Belongsõ.   

 

We hope to meet up with many potential Tasmanians at the expos, who will 

one day settle in our wonderful community and come to call it home.   

 

Hiroko Kunimoto ð Acting Manager  
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News and Changes  
For further information on any of the following news items or changes, 

please contact the Department of Economic Development and Tourism via 

email or view our website.  

 
Expos ð South Africa, UK and Korea  

The Tasmanian Government is attending Business and Skilled migration 

expos in South Africa, the United Kingdom and Korea during March. 

 

Opportunities Australia is running expos in Johannesburg on 14 and 15 March 

and in London on 21 and 22 March.  Please come and visit us or let your 

friends and family know. We would love to meet you. For more 

information on these expos, visit www.expo-australia.com  

 

We are also attending the Korea Emigration and Investment Fair in Seoul 

on 21 and 22 March.  Once again we would love to see you or your family 

and friends there. For more information visit www.yuhak2min.com 

 

Economic downturn ð Tasmania still flying high  

In the midst of the global financial crisis, Tasmaniaõs economy is still growing 

and expanding.  In the December quarter, Tasmaniaõs economy grew by 0.8 

per cent ð one of only three Australian states or territories whose 

economy has expanded.  The year to date figures has Tasmania at 6.5 per 

cent growth ð only behind the Northern Territory. 

 

Although Tasmania is not immune from the economic slowdown, our 

economy is well placed to ride out the worst of it.  For further information 

on the latest data, see The Mercuryõs report 

 

Tasmanian skills shortages  

Tasmanian businesses are still suffering from skills shortages in a variety of 

occupations including health, construction, engineering and other trades. 

 

If your business cannot find someone with the appropriate from within the 

local labour market, please contact daniel.verdouw@development.tas.gov.au. 

We can match your needs with suitably skilled migrants and assist you with 

the different pathways of employing skilled migrants 

 

Employer of Choice  

The Tasmanian Government is investing in the economic future of Tasmania 

by assisting employers attract and retain skilled workers to support the 

growth and sustainability of their business. 

 

The first of a series of workshops explaining the benefits of being an 

Employer of Choice is being organised at Wrest Point on Friday 27 March. 

 

For further information please visit this website or sign up to receive an 

invitation here 

mailto:skilledmigration@development.tas.gov.au
http://www.migratetasmania.com.au/
http://www.expo-australia.com/
http://www.yuhak2min.com/
http://www.themercury.com.au/article/2009/03/05/59255_tasmania-news.html
mailto:daniel.verdouw@development.tas.gov.au
http://www.development.tas.gov.au/workforce/employer_of_choice
http://www.development.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/word_doc/0016/6712/eoc_workshop.doc
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Migrant Profile: 

Donald and Roxanne  

Donald and Roxanne from Durban, South Africa, decided that it was time 

to move to Australia after visiting the Opportunities Australia Expo in 

Johannesburg in September 2008.  

 

They spent a considerable amount of time looking at the different states, 

finally settling on Tasmania. òWe are used to smaller cities. If we had moved to 

mainland Australia it would have taken us much longer to settle. We didnõt want 

to be in a rush all the time,ó Donald told the Department of Economic 

Development and Tourism.  

 

With both finding work within two weeks ð Donald as an electrician and 

Roxanne as a travel consultant with a leading international travel company ð 

they could not be happier with their time in Tasmania so far. òWe are very 

happy in our employment, and we really enjoy how safe and secure it is here.ó 

There is still one thing they wish they could change. òIt has been hard leaving 

our animals in Quarantine for so long, but we are still very glad we brought them.ó 

 

Donald and Roxanne now live in Kingston, 10 minutes south of Hobart. 

òThe weather is cooler than we were used to in South Africa, but it is fine. We are 

really enjoying the change.ó Roxanne catches the bus to and from work each 

day, and Donald appreciates only having to drive a short distance. 

 

 They often go for a walk along the local beach after work, making the most 

of the long summer evenings and fresh, clean air. òTasmania is safe and 

clean,ó Roxanne says. òThe people are friendly and we fit in well. It really has 

opened us up to a different lifestyle which we love.ó 

 

Region Profile:  

Launceston and the Tamar Valley  
Launceston is Tasmaniaõs second largest city, situated on the banks of three 

Rivers ð the Tamar, The North Esk and the South Esk.  With a population 

of around 100 000, its major industries are focussed around tourism and 

agriculture. Tasmaniaõs major football facility is Aurora Stadium. This is 

located close to the CBD of Launceston and allows easy access to major 

national sporting activities. 

 

The region has a large industry base, due to its accessibility both within 

Tasmania and to the rest of Australia through the port of Bell Bay on the 

Tamar River as well as a large airport.  Because of this, the region is home 

to a number of construction, fabrication and processing plants, therefore 

providing skilled jobs to the area.  

Just minutes from the city, along a pleasant boardwalk, you will find one of 

Australiaõs most exquisite urban reserves. Cataract Gorge is a beautiful 

park containing peaceful walks and surrounded by dramatic cliffs. You can 

also drive through the scenic Tamar Valley visiting the cellar doors local 

vineyards where cellar doors offer some of Tasmaniaõs finest cool-climate 

wines. You can also sample produce direct from its source. 

Launceston is a beautiful destination and will capture your imagination.  For 

further information, please visit www.discovertasmania.com.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.discovertasmania.com/
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Whatõs on this Autumn ? 
 

For a full list of Tasmanian events, please visit www.eventstasmania.com  

 

Ten Days on the Island  (27 March  ð 5 April  2009) 

Ten Days on the Island offers an extraordinary program exploring the 

cultural uniqueness of islands, featuring international artists and events from 

island around the world alongside Australia's finest talent. 

 

Join national and international artists who come to Tasmania to share their 

stories and revel in what makes us distinct and individual as islanders. For 

10 wonderful days get out and about, off the beaten track into the sheds 

and barns, stately homes, halls, museums and theatres across the length and 

breadth of the state. 

 

It's also a chance to combine travel and culture. You can choose to see 

over 730 artists and performers perform at more than 52 locations in 62 

festival projects and at 99 venues around the Island. 

 

For more information please visit www.tendaysontheisland.org 

 

Targa Tasmania  (28 April  ð 3 May 2009) 

Targa Tasmania is Australiaõs premiere tarmac rally, showcasing both 

Tasmaniaõs natural beauty as well as some of the most beautiful and 

powerful sports cars in the world. 

 

Over six days of Targa Tasmania, the world's best touring, sports and GT 

cars compete in competitive stages on the islands toughest roads. They 

travel more than 2,000 kilometres (1200 miles) to challenge the best in 

their category. 

 

It's your chance to get close to the best from Porsche, Lamborghini, Ferrari, 

BMW, Mercedes Benz, Lotus, Ford, Holden, Mitsubishi, Subaru, Nissan and 

Toyota. 

 

For more information please visit www.targatasmania.com.au 

 

Forth Valley Blues Festival  (21 March  2009) 

The Forth Valley Blues Festival is Tasmaniaõs leading Blues and Roots music 

festival. It is held at Forth Recreation Ground in Northern Tasmania 

 

The festival includes a large range of stalls with food, music, clothing, bar 

facilities, a motorbike show, free overnight camping facilities and Sunday 

breakfast for those who camp. 

 

The festival features some of the very best in Australian Blues and Roots 

music talent with both home-grown Tasmanian acts and great mainland and 

international performances.  

 

For more information please visit www.forthvalleyblues.com 
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