
 

Welcome to Business and Skilled Migrations bi-monthly  

ôE-Newsletterõ brought to you by the Tasmanian Governmentõs 

Department of Economic Development and Tourism. 

 

Message from the teamé.  

During much of the 80s and 90s, Tasmania struggled with poor economic growth 

and population decline, prompting (amongst others things) a ôfeel goodõ television 

ad from the state government with the slogan (accompanied by a catchy tune) 

ôYou can make it in Tasmaniaõ. 

Some might say that Tasmaniaõs dramatic turnaround of economic fortune in the 

late 1990s was inspired by this ôchirpyõ advertisement.  In reality, a strong global 

and Australian economy along with the new direction taken by the state 

government has laid the foundation for Tasmaniaõs strong growth.  Economic 

growth is currently exceeded only by Western Australia and Queensland and 

our annual migration intake has increased from 792 people in 2001-02 to nearly 

1400 new arrivals in 2006-07.   Business and skilled migrants who have arrived in 

Tasmania in recent years are making social and economic contributions out of all 

proportion to their numbers. 

Just a few examples: the current CEOs of the state health department and state 

owned electricity provider (Hydro Tasmania) are from England, the operators of 

a recently opened plywood veneer plant (which employs 70 people) are from 

Malaysia, one of Hobartõs largest property developers is originally from Lebanon, 

the owners of two of the stateõs most exclusive in-bound tourism businesses are 

from Japan and Germany, and prospective Chinese business migrants are helping 

to finance one of the stateõs largest resort developments in North East Tasmania. 

So if you or someone you know is thinking ôwhich part of Australia will I be 

happy in?õ Just remember, now more than ever, ôyou can make it in Tasmania!õ    

Anthony McHugh - Manager 
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Our website is currently undergoing a facelift but is still available for all your 

migration needs. Please visit Migrate Tasmaniaõs website. It provides information for 

agents, employers and prospective migrants who have an interest in migrating to 

Tasmania. 

 

Our Website  

Department of Economic Development and Tourism is now th e Regional 

Certifying Body (RCB) for Tasmania  

In May 2008, the Federal Immigration Minister approved the appointment of the 

Department of Economic Development and Tourism as the Tasmaniaõs RCB.  

 

The RCB is responsible for pre-visa assessment of Regional Sponsorship Migration 

Scheme (RSMS) Visas as well as assessing minimum salary and skill concessions for 

Temporary Business (Short Stay) Subclass 457 Visas. The RSMS scheme was 

introduced by the Australian Government to encourage skilled migrants to move to 

regional Australia where an employer has a skilled, full-time vacancy that cannot be 

filled locally. 

A panel of State and Federal Government officials considers applications during a 

monthly panel meeting. The panel meets on the second Tuesday of each month.  

Complete applications are due by the first Thursday of the month.   

To help manage the RCB function and growing interest in Tasmania as a migration 

destination, the Migration Team has hired Daniel Verdouw, a recent University of 

Tasmania graduate. Please contact Daniel with all your employer sponsorship 

enquiries. 

Note: We have been receiving RSMS applications without the minimum two years 

written into the employment contract.  Please make sure that this is explicitly stated 

in the contract as the Department of Immigration and Citizenship (DIAC) requires 

this to finalise applications. For more information, please visit our website (see 

ôemployer sponsorshipõ). 

 

457 Salary threshold changes (1 August 2008)  

The 457 Temporary Visa is about to include new minimum salary changes. The new 

minimum salary level (MSL) for 457 Visas has risen from $41 850 to $43 440 per 

annum. For ICT professionals, the MSL will rise to $59 480 from $57 300.    

 

The MSL concession rate in regional areas (such as Tasmania) will rise to $39 100 

(from $37 665) and $53 530 (from $51 570) for ICT professionals.  For more 

information please visit to DIACõs website. 

 

457 Education Changes (1 July 2008)  

As of 1 July 2008, dependent children of 457 Visa holders now have access to public 

education services at minimal cost.  For more information, please contact the 

International Services Section of the Tasmanian Department of Education (email). 

 

News and Changes  

 

  

 

 

 

http://www.migratetasmania.com.au/
http://www.development.tas.gov.au/migration/employersponsored.html
http://www.minister.immi.gov.au/media/media-releases/2008/ce08050.htm
mailto:john.palmer@education.tas.gov.au
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 Company Profile:  

Dynamic Welding & Engineering   

When Mark Lesek started Dynamic Welding more than 14 years ago, he did not know 

his small business would grow into a thriving enterprise employing more than 15 staff. 

 

Dynamic Welding has employed migrants both through the employer sponsorship 

scheme as well as employing independent skilled migrants in high demand occupations.  

òThe skills shortage has hurt many trades businesses and quality trades people are 

hard to come byó Mark recently told Economic Development and Tourism, òWe have 

had nothing but a positive experience in sponsoring and employing skilled migrants 

and will do so again.ó 

 

Although it is difficult for many businesses to find skilled staff, Dynamic Welding has 

overcome this problem by utilizing regional skilled migration programs. 

 

Region Profile:  

East of Hobart, Sorell and Surrounds  
Located 26 km east of Hobart, 15 minutes down the Tasman Highway is Sorell. 

Once a service town for the surrounding farming communities, Sorell is now one of 

Tasmaniaõs fastest growing municipalities growing 2.4 per cent in the past 12 

months.  The government has recently fostered the development of a state-of-the-

art shopping precinct five minutes from Sorell. The $70 million Cambridge Park 

development is a joint venture between Harvey Norman and Prudentia Investments 

and is the largest shopping precinct in Tasmania. 

This area is a dynamic, accessible and family-friendly place to live.  Sorell and 

surrounding suburbs provide highly affordable coastal living with house prices 

starting at $200 000. 

Local attractions include Sorell Antique Centre, Sorell Fruit Farm and Royal 

Tasmania Golf Club. Sorell is also in the centre of a rich winery region 

encompassing Pittwater and the Coal Valley. Within a short drive, you have access 

to five of Tasmaniaõs top rating wineries along a prestigious wine route. 

Adding to the areaõs appeal are a wide range of natural experiences. These include 

the beautiful eastern beaches of Carlton and Dodges Ferry, South East Charters for 

nearby fishing and the accessible Tasman Peninsula and East Coat.  

Many young families are moving to this beautiful part of Tasmania to enjoy a coastal 

yet affordable lifestyle, just 15 minutes from the city. 

Sorell Council      Clarence City Council

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Byron (China) Ferdy (RSA), Mark Lesek, David (UK) 
The Dynamic Welding and Engineering Team 

 

http://www.sorell.tas.gov.au/site/page.cfm
http://www.ccc.tas.gov.au/site/page.cfm
http://www.ccc.tas.gov.au/site/page.cfm
http://www.ccc.tas.gov.au/site/page.cfm


 

 

PAGE 4 MIGRATION TASMANIA N EWSLETTER  

 

You donõt need to freeze this winter in Hobart with numerous festivals and 

activities to warm the hearts of all who attend! 

Antarctic Midwinter Festival  

The Antarctic Midwinter Festival (this year held on June 20 - 29) celebrates the 

winter solstice - the shortest day and longest night of the year. 

 

It is traditionally a time of celebration across the whole Antarctic community 

with a number of social events held both in the icy continent and in Hobart. The 

midwinter solstice marks the turn of the season when the long polar night begins 

to retreat and the light returns to the frozen continent. 

 

Some events that take place in Hobart during the festival include the Longest 

Night Film Festival, the Huskies Picnic, the Midwinter Solstice Party and the 

Extreme Environment Photo Exhibition. 

 

The festival is presented by the Tasmanian Antarctic community and explores 

the wide range of science and adventure undertaken in Antarctica.  It is an 

amazing experience in the depths of winter for both young and old and will be 

back next year bigger and better. More information available at  www.antarctic-

tasmania.info/.  

 

Tasmanian Winter Scenery  

Tasmania has some spectacular scenery that is made even more brilliant by the 

crispness of winter. From the Beauty of the Huon valley to far ranging peaks of 

the south-west wilderness and from the tranquility of Hobartõs harbour and 

river to the snow capped marvel of Mt Wellington, Hobart has many winter 

adventures that will expand your horizons just a little further.  

 

Winter Sports  

Winter provides the backdrop for many of Tasmaniaõs most popular sports. 

There are a number of sports that are in full swing including Aussie rules 

football, soccer, basketball, hockey and touch football.  There are many levels of 

skill and experience to cater for all who want to be involved.  For more 

information about getting involved, please contact Sport and Recreation 

Tasmania.  

 

 

 

 

Whatõs on this Winter?  
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Fax: +61 3 6233 5800 

 

Email: skilledmigration@development.tas.gov.au 

Web: www.development.tas.gov.au 

http://www.antarctic-tasmania.info/
http://www.antarctic-tasmania.info/
http://www.development.tas.gov.au/sportrec/
http://www.development.tas.gov.au/sportrec/
http://www.development.tas.gov.au/sportrec/
mailto:skilledmigration@development.tas.gov.au
http://www.development.tas.gov.au/

